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Interpretive Mural Open House  

On May 7th the 
ILHC and Jay 
Allen of 
Shawcraft 
Signs  hosted 
an Open 
House, 
showcasing the 
murals at Jay’s 
studio.  His 
clients, as well 
as supporters from the ILHC communities attended to see 
four murals side-by-side in varying stages of progress; two 
completed waiting for installation, University Park and 
Byron then two in the painting stage, Fulton and Crest 
Hill. We received great coverage from the local and 
surrounding media as well as national media, even making 

the front page of 
the Saturday 
Rockford 
Register Star 
newspaper!   We 
are fortunate to 
have such 
talented and 
terrific partners 
in Shawcraft to 

help create a legacy for all.  
 
To see the ILHC murals already completed and installed; 
visit our website www.drivelincolnhighway.com to see the 
latest updates on the project’s progress.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
***Please join in the excitement of the murals    
  
  
  

If your community is a certified community, you too can 
have a beautifully hand painted, 10’ x 20’ mural depicting 
the highway’s history!  Connect with your local mayor or 
village president regarding this wonderful opportunity 
then have them contact ILHC by emailing Sue Hronik at 
sue@drivelincolnhighway.com or calling 815-547-3854 so 
we get all the information sent their way. We have been in 
touch with most communities who are taking the steps 
now to procure one of these amazing murals, make sure 
your community is next!  
 
 

Mark Your Calendars - ILHC Annual 
Meeting Mark those calendars, because if there is 

ONLY ONE meeting you attend for the ILHC each year, 
this is IT. On Tuesday, June 22, the ILHC will host their 
Annual Meeting; open to board members, stakeholders 
and all community partners.  It will be a time to present 

there-cap of the 
accomplishments for the 
past year, look ahead to 
ward future endeavors...and 
celebrate our successes. 
Meeting will be held at 
the Ellwood House in 
DeKalb, and runs from 
10:00 - noon with lunch 
will follow, please plan 

to join us!And, as in the past, the meeting agenda has a 
slightly different flow. We'll have our Annual Report 
(presented with our fun-filled PowerPoint - thanks to Bob 
Lukens) and the written report, an update on our murals 
from Jay Allen of Shawcraft Signs, and a featured speaker.  
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Joining us, on his way to the Lincoln Highway Association 
Convention in Dixon is Brian 
Butko, well-known historian 
and expert on the Lincoln 
Highway. Brian is author of 
nine books about 2-lane roads 
and vintage places along them, 
including Greetings from 
the Lincoln Highway, 
Lincoln Highway 
Companion, and Roadside 
Attractions, plus books on 
diners, a steamboat-shaped 
hotel, and the Klondike bar. He 
created and writes the Lincoln Highway News blog, has 
served as associate producer of two roadside-themed 
productions, and has appeared in a dozen similar 
programs including features on the History Channel, PBS, 
and PCN. His day job is director of publications at the 
Senator John Heinz History Center, where he is also editor 
of Western Pennsylvania History quarterly journal. Visit 
www.brianbutko.com for more information.  
  
So, once again, the ILHC Annual Meeting will be on 
Tuesday, June 22nd, 10:00 a.m. at the Ellwood 
House in DeKalb. You don't want to miss this! 
 
 

Traveling Exhibit Dates Open 

Currently the Traveling Exhibit is located at Sauk Valley 
College in Dixon. It will be showcased there until the end 
of May when it will be moved to the Loveland Center in 
Dixon for the Lincoln Highway Association Annual 
Conference.  We are looking for communities for 
the Traveling Exhibit for 2011. Since July 2006 our 
Lincoln Highway Traveling Exhibit has been in constant 
demand.  We are booked already for the rest of 2010. We 
have four spots open, for three months each, starting in 
January 2011. If your town, city or village has not had the 
opportunity to display this informational exhibit then now 
is your chance. Please contact Mary Jo at 815-547-3854.   
  
  

Cookbook Update  

David Alan Badger is in the process 
of visiting all of the  Illinois Lincoln 
Highway communities to gather 
some favorite recipes from local 
businesses.  He will compile all of 
them together along with pencil 
drawings of the businesses to form 
an Illinois Lincoln Highway 
Cookbook.  There will be a foldout 
map, a title page with a list of ILHC board & staff and a 
page for ILHC background information.  The book will be 
laid out with several sections to identify the communities 
along the route.    
  
David has completed the western portion of the Lincoln 
Highway and is now working in the Eastern portion. If  
you don’t want your community and/or businesses to be  

missed, please contact our office, and we will put you in 
touch with David. Visit David’s website at 
www.davidalanbadger.com and get a glimpse of his talent 
and how it could showcase your community!  
  
We’re very excited to see this project completed so 
everyone can have an opportunity to purchase one.  
Recently, Illinois River Road and Route 66 National 
Scenic Byways finished their cookbooks and are very 
pleased with the final product.  So, when David comes 
knocking, welcome him with open arms and let your 
community’s businesses know he’s coming. 
 
 

Be a Part of the Lincoln Highway Parade 
One of the greatest American traditions of all time…a 
hometown parade! All Lincoln Highway communities in 
and along the corridor are invited. Represent your town, 
city or village with an entry in the parade! The theme is 
Through the Years, scheduled at a special twilight time; 
this new, exciting event is part of a weekend celebration, 
Kishwaukee Fest featuring classic style Drum Corp shows 
and the Drum Corps Festival of Champions as they return 
to DeKalb through FunME Events.  

  
Plan now to have an entry in the Lincoln Highway Parade 
on July 30, 2010 at 7:00 PM in downtown DeKalb. As a 
sponsor of this event the Lincoln Highway Coalition is 
happy to offer our community partners one unit entered 
free in the parade! So gather your elected officials, veteran 
and military units, boy scouts (it’s their 100 year 
anniversary!), bands, dancers, special groups, local 
pageant winners, build a float and anything else that says 
“we are proud to be a part of the Lincoln Highway” to 
enter in the parade!  
  
Get your parade application through our office, please 
email; Sue or call 815-547-3854 and be a part of this 
exciting Lincoln Highway Parade!  
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 Sneak Peak 
Save the date for the American Road Foundation 
Conference to be held September 21-23, 2010 in 
Joliet, a terrific location on the Illinois Lincoln Highway 
for the event.  This 
conference will 
provide education, 
networking and 
activities along with 
exhibits unique to organizations involved in the 
preservation, economic development and promotion of 
historic highways and auto trails. Be sure to visit 
www.americanroadfoundation.org for more information. 
 
  

Have You 
Checked Our 
Website Lately 
For Events?   

Have you checked our 
website lately?  We are working  hard to keep things 
current on your events and communities.  We always have 
room for more, so please let us assist you in reaching the 
greatest amount of people and send your event 
information in to be posted.  We want to help our 
community partners and offer visitors many reasons to 
travel the Lincoln Highway in Illinois! 

Partners Needed for Co-Op Mailings 
Make sure to contact MaryJo or Sue at the Illinois Lincoln 
Highway office so you can participate in the Co-Op 

Mailing Program. Leads will be coming in 
from the Spring-Summer Get Away Guide 
Insert.  We tallied all of the leads 
generated from our recent ad in the 
Winter-Holiday insert…over 7,000 leads, 
WOW, what response! All of the people 

who responded were directly interested in traveling the 
Lincoln Highway and its corridor in Northern Illinois.  In 
the mailings, we showcase several communities, the ILHC 
2010 Visitor Guide, Illinois Scenic Byways rack cards, 
Northern Illinois Wine Trail rack card, and the 2010 
Northern Illinois Visitor Guide. If your community, 
organization or event would like to take part in 
these co-op mailings, please send 3,000 of your 
brochures or rack cards along with a check made 
payable to ILHC in the amount of $475 to cover 
the cost of bulk mailing. Great deal at less than 
16¢ each! 

55th Porsche Parade Along the 
Lincoln Highway  
We have been telling you 
for some time now about 
the exciting event that the 
Illinois Lincoln Highway 
and the corridor is part of 
this summer; the 55th 
Annual Porsche Parade that’s heading our way July 3 
-9, 2010. ILHC met in April with the Porsche 
representative from their club to assist in planning the 
route and coming up with clues about places and things 
along the Illinois Lincoln Highway route, the feature for 
their Gimmick Rally. We will play an important part in the 
rally by setting up a stop in Malta for the participants to 
receive cards with Jeopardy style Daily Double questions 
and refreshment. They rally will be setting up spots all 
along the route so contact Sue at the ILHC office if you 
have an idea for a stop in your area or anything else you 
would like to offer the Porsche Parade!  The convention 
will be staying at Pheasant Run and traveling to many 
areas along the route, visiting our wonderful partner 
communities so please prepare to offer them a warm 
welcome! Check out the website  for details and history of 
the Porsche Parade. Contact our office to get involved!  
  
  

CALENDER OF UPCOMING 
LINCOLN HIGHWAY EVENTS  

June 22 10:00 a.m. – ILHC Board Meeting,  DeKalb 
  
June 22 – 26 – Lincoln Highway Association 
Conference, Dixon 
  
July 3 – 9 – Porsche Parade, St. Charles 
  
July 30 – Lincoln Highway Parade, DeKalb  
 
Social Media is all the rage and ILHC has joined 
in! You can Like us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/DriveLincolnHwy  
  
Twitter @DriveLincolnHwy  
  
Flickr (where you can also post your own 
photos) at 

flickr.com/photos/illinoislincolnhighway 

200 South State Street  Belvidere, Illinois 61008   

P: (815) 547-3854   TF: (866) 455-4249  Fax: (815) 547-3749 

www.DriveLincolnHighway.com 

  

Bonnie Heimbach, Project Director 

Sue Hronik, Program Director 

Mary Jo Coleman, Byway Coordinator 
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